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AMENDMENT & RESPONSE 

Enclosed are the following in connection with the above-referenced patent application: 

1. Introductory Comments (page 2); 

2. Amendments to the Specification (page 3); 

3. Amendments to the claims (pages 4-6); 

4. Remarks (pages 7- 1 0); 

5. Request for Two-Month Extension of Time (1 page); and 

6. Credit Card Payment Form in the amount of $41 0.00 for the Two-Month Extension of 
Time Fee (lpage). 
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INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

This Amendment is responsive to the Office Action mailed April 4, 2003. This 
Amendment is being submitted in the Revised Amendment Format promulgated in the pre- 
OG notice published on the USPTO website on January 3 1 , 2003. In compliance with the 
revised format, four separate sections are submitted, with each section beginning on a 
separate page. 

A two-month extension of time has been requested through a paper accompanying 
this amendment and fee paid. No other fee is believed to be necessary for the entry of this 
paper. Should any additional fee be required for entry of this paper, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge the Faegre & Benson Deposit Account No. 06-0029 and in such event, 
is requested to notify us of the same. 

Please amend the application as follows: 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Delete the paragraph beginning at page 2, line 42, and replace with the following: 
'To achieve this, only the TEMoo mode of one of the counter-propagating laser beams is 
monitored. If more than one spatial mode was monitored simultaneously, the ring laser gyro 
might attempt to adjust the path length so as to maximize the energy in a mode other than the 
TEMoo mode. This would cause the ring laser gyro to give less precise readings, than if only 
the TEMoo mode was detected. " 

Delete the paragraph beginning Page 3, line 61 , and replace with the following: 
"Also illustrated in FIG. 1, the laser intensity monitoring apparatus 10 in accordance with 
the present invention is comprised of a photodetector package 1 1 for hermetically enclosing 
or environmentally protecting a photodetector 12 having a photosensitive element or surface 
20. The photodetector package includes an opaque rigid, cup-shaped enclosure 14 and an 
optically transparent window 16 having first and second opposite surfaces 401 and 402, 
respectively, which form in part an interior surface and an exterior surface of the 
photodetector package, respectively. Further, window 16 includes a thin film nonreflective 
metallic mask 24 deposited on the surface 402 of window 1 6. As will be more fully 
described, thin film nonreflective metallic mask 24 illustrated in FIG. 1 5 is substantially 
opaque and includes an aperture 100 of a selected size and shape for passing light 
therethrough." 
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